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ETERNAL MAN.

There are many ideas advanced by eminent anthorities con-

cerning the origin of man and the time nature of his existence.

So diverse are the varions theories, that many Christians liave

been led astray by them. Recently, one of America's esteemed
educators and theologians, Lyman Abbott, Avho succeeded Henry
Ward Beecher to the pnlpit of Plyjuonth Chnrch, Brooklyn, U.S.A.,

has related in his "Reminiscences," the great change and progress
there have been in the world dnring his long life. He Avas born
in the year 1835. After telling how electricity had replaced
candles, how sanitary engineering has been created, how surgery
lias accomplished the almost impossible, he continues by stating

tliat theology and philosophy have been revolutionized bj- tlie

doctrine of evolution, and that by the doctrine of evolution "the
antiquity of man has been carried back thousands of years by
scientilic discovery; for the fall of man and his recovery has been
substitilted the ascent of man from a previous animal order." He,
though at one time a distinguished reverend, has gone through
every form of scepticism, and, finally, has absolutely "jilted"

Christianity for modern science. For him, Darwin, with his

theory of the evolution of man from the animal order, has en-

tirely undermined the levelations of God concerning the origin of

man. and the divinity of our Savior's mission.

Naturally, if there had been no fall of man, thei-e would be no
need of a redemption. If any individual accepts the theory of

man's evolving from the lower species of animals, it will necessitate

his rejection of the redemption through Christ, because there

would never have been a fall of man through Adam, and hence no
need of redemption through Christ.
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Blauy leaiiu'd iiicii h.-ivc; Ijocn in t]\v. snuw (lilciinna as Jjyiiiaii

Abbott. It is priinaiily boeaiisc of a lack ol a true uiulerwtaiiding

ol" man, and liis relation to deity, that men have "jilted" the reve-

lations of God. and accepted the theories of the renowned Darwin
and others. Darwin, of course, brings foi-tii a great deal of

evidence in sui)i)()rt of the theory that through descent, with
modifi(tation, all "animals have descended from, at most, only
four Ol- five progenitors, and plants from an equal, or lesser,

number." and he "would infer from analogy that probably all the
organic beings which lun^e ever lived on this earth have tlescended

from some one primoi"dial form into Avhich life was first breathed"
(The Origin of Species, ])p. 444-5). But even though Darwin ad-

vances this theory, and quotes evidences to substantiate it, lie

realized, a great deal more than many of his followers, the grave
objections to it, and admitted, time after time, that they are
almost insui)erable.

But even though his theory ^veve true, Ave would have no better

understanding of the origin of life, because it starts Avith the

theory that life was first breathed into some sort of inanimate, or

lifeless matter, out of AAdiich man eventually evolved. And again,

there is that unsurpassable gulf existing between the human
beings and the animal species, that can ncA'er be bi-idged over by
the learning of the advocates of the DarAvinian eA'olution (See

Applied Psycholog]/, by John William Paylor, chap. 2-.")).

Let us reflect for a moment upon the God-re\'^ealed theory—Avhich

explains the nature of life before it entered the body, and also

after it departs from the body, at death—and see if there is any
reason for re])lacing it Avith the theory of DarAvin, ANhich explains

neither.

There are some things Avhich, as far as human understanding
can comprehend, have neA^er had a beginning, and Avill ncA'er liaA'e

an end. Matter is one of these things. Scientists noAv hold that

the elements are eternal. "Mormon" theology stated this as a

fact in the year 1833 (Doc. and Coa'. 93: 33). As matter is eternal,

so, likeAA'ise, is man ; or, I might be more precise by saying that

mind, or intelligence, the true part of man, is eternal, and never
had a beginning.

Abraham elucidates the etei'ual nature of the spirit, or intelli-

gence, of men, by saying that they "liaA'e no beginning; and
existed before, they shall haA'e no end, they shall exist after, for

they are gnolaum, or eternal" (Book of Abi-aham 3: 18). In a

A'ision, the Lord shoAA'ed unto Abraham "the intelligences that
AA'ere oi'ganized before the AAorld AA'as ; and among all these there

AA'ere many of the noble and great ones" (Book of Abraham 3: 22).

The spiritual body is in the exact likeness of the earthly body, so

that, if Ave could discern s])iritual beings. Ave shoidd be able to see

that they resembled earthly beings in cA'ery organ and feature. We
cannot see spii-itual things, because of the A^eil of mortality Avhich
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has been drawn over our eyes. The brother of Jared, a righteous

l)rophet, because of liis godliness, was alk)wed to see—tlirougli the

veil of mortality'—a pre-existent spiritual being. To him it re-

sembled a fleshy being; so like unto tlie natural man is the spiritxial

man (Ether 3: 8-16).

God, the eternal Father, is the Father of the spirits of all men,
we being His offspring (Acts 17: 29). It is through Him that we
were organized, or begotten, with sjjiritual bodies. The beautiful,

ins])ired song informs us that in this "first primeval childhood"
we were nurtiu'ed and taught how to use intelligently our be-

gotten, spiritual bodies, just as a child in this world is taught Iioav

to use proi)erly its fleshy body. We learned the many neAV.

spiritual lessons that this state of existence had in store for iis.

It was through the medium of the s[jiritual body that man could
noAv transmit and gain knowledge and satisfy his desires. He
could come in contact with, and master the sjjiritiial things in life,

and gain knoAvledge through his spiritual senses of seeing, hearing,

tasting, smelling, and feeling.

In the many ages of this existence, the Father had numerous
children, because we, who are living on this earth, were all His
spiritual children in heaven. God, the eternal Father, is the
Father of the spirits of all men (Heb. 12: 9; Matt. 6: 9). Jesus
Christ Avas the firstborn of God's si)iritual children (Col. 1 : 15; John
cS: 58; Heb. 1: 6), and hence, because of inheriting the spiritual

birthright (Heb. 1: 2), and because of possessing a super-intelli-

gence and AAisdom, and having His plan for the sah^ation of man
approA'ed and accepted by the Father (Moses 4: 1, 2; Abraham
3 : 27), He AA-as chosen by the Father, to become one of the three
Avho composed the holy goA^erning council of the celestial lieaA'en,

A\liere God and His sons and daughters dAAelt. It aams through
Christ that the Father created the many planetary systems, or
earths, and all things that exist on them, Avhether "A'isible or
iuA'isible" (Col. 1: 10; John 1: 1-3).

There AA'ere all other grades and degrees of characters in heaA'eii,

from that of the loving and sacrificing Redeemer to the proud,
haughty, and i:)OAA"er-seeking Lucifer, Satan, or the son of the
morning, Avho AA'as eA'entually cast o\it AAdtli all his followers,

because of their AA'ilful and persistent rebellion against the
Father and His AA^ork (Rev. 12: 7-13; Doc. and Cov. 29: 36). There
Avere many righteous, noble, and God-fearing characters in lieaA'en,

and these, such as Jeremiah and Abraham, AA'ere recognized by the
Lord and ordained by Him to be prophets to the people, AA'hen

they should come to the earth (Jer. 1:5; Book of Abraham 3 : 23).

We all rejoiced in the heaA'ens AA'hen the earth Avas organized by
the Lord, because we knew that the earthly career aa^s essential

for us eA'entually to gain a fulness of joy and become like unto the
Father, Avho had begotten our spiritual bodies (Job. 38: 4-7). The
body and spirit of man separated cannot receiA^e a fulness of joy
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(Doe. Mild Cov. 08: 33-85). Thoit't'ore, it was ncct'ssaiy that all the

b^ithei's spiiitiial cliildren sliould })ass through mortality and
obtain the earthly bodies neees.sary for their advancement and
exaltation.

IMan is a " progressi\'e and evolving being, and is where he is

that he may learn, that he may grow; and as he learns the
sjjiritnal lesson which any circumstance contains for him, it i)asses

away and gives i)lace to other circumstances." Thus James Allen

beautifully states man's eternal and ijrogressive nature. A
majority of the spirits learned the s])iritual lesson of that exist-

ence, and it Avas now^ their privilege to be "added upon" and gain

the exi)eriences and blessings of an existence in mortality (Book of

Abraham 8 : 26).

Now Ave may pass from our spiritual life to our present earthly

life. We shall find that man, instead of descending from the ape
species, as many suppose, in reality comes from the spiritual pre-

existence. Each one of God's spiritual children enters into the

body of an infant child born into the Avoi-ld. The spiiit is the life

of the child.

Adam is our great forefather, and his great and important mis-

sion in this AA'orld Avas to begin sujjplying earthly bodies, or taber-

nacles, for God's sijiritual children—to " be fi-uitful and multiply

and replenish the earth" (Gen. 1 : 27). The fall of Adam Avas just

as necessary in God's great i)lan of bringing "to pass the immor-
tality and eternal life of man " (Book of Moses 1 : 39), as the re-

demption through Christ. "Adam fell that men might be" (II.

Nephi 2 : 25), and, undoubtedly, he realized the importance of

AA'hat he Avas doing, AAhen he broke the lesser laAA' of God. to fulfil

the greater one of multiplying and replenishing the earth. The
Apostle Paul informs us that "Adam AAas not deceiA'ed in Avhat he
did" (II. Tim. 14: 7). He ate of the forbidden fruit, doubtless

knoAAdng that it aaouW change his perfect and, probably, immortal
body, to that of a body subject to decay and degeneracy. Adam
Avas Michael, the mighty archangel, Avho had jierformed such
valiant serA'ice, in lieaA^en, for the Lord (ReA*. 12: 7 ; Doc. and Cov.

27: 11; 29: 26).

The fruit Avas not suitable to the natures of these perfect beings,

and a reaction took place, AAdiich made them subject to the dis-

integrating forces of nature, and eA'entually death. Although
death had noAA' come into the Avorld, Adam had fulfilled his mission,

and he and Eve rejoiced because they could ]jerform their earthly
mission of begetting bodies for God's spiritual children, and they
knew they AA^ould be redeemed through the future sacrifice of

Christ (Moses 5 : 1-15). Thus it aa^s through Adam and Eve, our
great fore-i)arents, that man first obtained his earthly existence,

and this existence is the one that Ave understand the most fullj'.

With the earthly body, Avith its eaithly senses of seeing, hearing,

feeling, tasting, and smelling, the mind or spirit of man can com-
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preliend and work with the earthly elements, so that this present
life is one more glorious stage in man's eternal progressit)n, Avith-

out Avhich even comjiarative perfection Avould be impossible.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

AN ACCIDENT AND A MIRACULOUS CURE.

One of our saints, Mrs. Alexander, Chedgrave, of Norfolk, on June
4th, 1916, Avas returning from Bi-adford, Avliere she had been spend-
ing a fortnight, and on alighting from a motor bus, opjjosite her
own door (Avliere her husband and son were anxiously awaiting
her return), had the misfoi'tune to be thrown violently to the
ground by a motor car, the hooter of Avliich she had not heard
OAving to the throbbing of the large engine of the bus. The
violence Avas so great as to Avrench the large brass cap off the
front of the car, at the same time sAvinging a little child, Avhom
Mrs. Alexander Avas leading by the hand, round under the car,

AA'hei'e she soon emerged from the back unhurt, except for slight

scratches. It Avas thought a parcel Mrs. Alexander Avas carrying
at the time saved her from being killed outright ; biit the doctor
found her suffering from internal hemorrhage, and three fractured
ribs, one piece penetrating the hmg. He called the husband on
one side, and said, "I am A^ery sorry, but your Avife Avill not Ka'c

tAventy-four hours."

The family are all members of the Church, Mr. Alexander hold-

ing the office of an elder. He, therefore, immediately after the
doctor's verdict, prayed that God aa^ouM restore his AAdfe to health
again, at the same time administering to her in the name of God,
and in the presence of three Avitnesses, one of AA^hoin afterAAards
declared, "It Avas a most impressive time. I am quite sure the
Holy Ghost Avas present, I could feel His influence." She is not a
member of the Church.
The doctor expressed surprise next morning on finding her still

living, and, apparently, no better; but still said she could not
possibly recover.

Mr. Alexander greatly desired the presence of the elders, and
prayed earnestly that God Avould send them to him. He kncAv
neither the names nor the addresses of the present elders. The
nearest branch AAas ten miles aAAay, and he had not seen them for

some time. But on this particular day. President Werrett and
Elder Yates Avere looking through the books in their quarters,

Avhen they saAA' the name of Mr. Alexander as a subscriber to the
Star, and immediately decided to cycle over next day to make
enquiries about him, and find out Avhether he AA'as a "Mormon" or

not.

This is lioAV it happened that on the second day of Mrs.

Alexander's accident, Avhen she and her husband Avere both pray-

ing that God Avould send the elders, they Avalked into the house,
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(J(k1 liimsc'ir j,''ui(liii};- tlicin to the ri^lit placo. They hail not Ixm-ii

sent for, as above stated, and yet tliey wore tliei-e just when most
needed, a manifest token of God's giiidanee in answer to i)rayer.

President Werret administered to Mvs. Alexander, and from that

day she began to i-ecover, and to-day she is enjoying excellent

health, a few days ago walking TourtJ'eJi )niles to baptismal service.

1 should like to add my own testimony to tlie above. I am one

of the nurses that atteneled Mi's. Alexander, and Mas greatly

impressed by the faith, love, and courage in the family, and fre-

cpiently AV(m(lered to Avhat religion they belonged. But it was
not until during convalescence I learned that they Avere Latter-day

Saints, and then we had many interesting conversations on the

subject, until I fully realized they taught the true religion of the

gospel in all its fulness, and I know of )io other denomination
that does so.

I Avas, therefore, baptized at Norwich by President Vern R.
Ekins, and confirmed by P]lder H. Alexander, on April lOth, 1010,

and I know that the Cliiirch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

is the chosen and blessed Church of God. and that the Pi'ophet

Joseph Smith was the instrument in the hands of God in restoring

the gospel to the earth in these latter days. The Holy Spirit is

given to each individual member, according to his or her faith, to

lead them into all truth. My heart rejoices and ])raises God for

all His goodness and mercy, that He led me to know His people,

and revealed to me His will.
AxNii: M. Aydex.

A "MORMON" ALPHABET.

A is for the Angel, in the niidfjt of heaven Hj'ing,

Witli the "everlasting gospel," to a world in darkness lying.

B is for the Bible as the "Stick of Judah" known;
Also the Book of Mormon, as the "Stick of Ephraiin" shown.

C is for Cnmoiah, where the plates of Nephi lay.

D is for "the Dawning of the great Millennial daj'."

E is for the Eleven witnesses who have us shown
The angel come fiom heaven, wlio cut out the "mountain stone."

F is for our Father, forevermore the same;
With whom we dwelt in heaven, ere to this sphere we came.

G is for the Godhead, which eri-or seeks to mar.
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three sepjirate persons are.

H is for the Honor, that awaits the saints of God,

Who, by obedience to His will, the nari-ow way have trod.

I is for Illinois, where martj'rs' blood was freely spilt;

The world had tried them often, but could find in tlieni no guilL.

J is for Jerusalem, by prophets long foretold.

For all her tears and sorrows, her joy would be fourfold.

Her God will bring ber "scattered seed," within ber walls to dwell:

Her glory and her splendor, shall yet her past excel.
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K is fof the Kingdom, sel up by God's own liand

Wliich shall break othei- kingdoms, while itself shall Jilways stand

\j is for "Latter-day," in which performed shall be

A "wondrous and a marvelous work,"' for all the world to see.

M is for the Mountains, on whose top "God's house" would stand,

And unto it the nations flow, from every clime and land.

N is for Nauvoo, where the saints once had their pleasant home.
But by their bitter enemies, were cruelly driven from.

O is for Order, that within God's holy house abounds.

In all its world-wide government, are heard no jarring sounds.

P is for the Priesthood, both the Higher and the Lesser given.

Which holds divine £iuthority, restored again from heaven.

Q is for the Quorum, of which the twelve Apostles consist.

Without which the Church of Jesus Christ, on earth could not exist.

R is for the "Rock of Revelation," on which Christ to Peter did tell

That He would build His church, which should withstand the "gates
of hell."

S is for the saviors, who on Zion's Mount are giving

Their labors for their loved ones dead, to link them with the living.

T is for Truth, which in the sacred Hill, by Joseph Smith was found.

U is for Urim and for Thumnum there together bound.

V is for Vision, in which a glorious cloud of light,

Descendeil on the praying boy enwrapped in "darkest night."

The Father and the Son appeared—Oil, overwhelming thought!

Bestowing on his youthful head, the wisdom that he sought.

W is for Water, of which all men born must surely be

And also of the Spirit, if God's kingdom we would see.

X is for X(ex) "Mormons," who have apostatized,

And many things against the Church, in falsehood, have devised.

Y is for the Year, in which to Zion shall be given

The sign which shows the near approach of Christ our Lord from
Heaven.

Z is for Zion, to every saint so dear

Where the "scattered blood of Israel," are gathering year by year.

Ireland. V. Dodds.

Some time ago the newspapers reported the loss, by an officer,

of a diamond worth £120. It had fallen out of a ring, Avhile the
owner was hiirrying to catch a train at Paddington station. Later
in tlie evening the j^reeious stone Avas found by a ])orter, after a
great deal of search, and returned to the owner. It had fallen into

a small hole in the wooden platform. Thousands had probably
passed the spot where the precious gem had fallen, but none had
seen it. Tliey wei-e not looking for gems. Many a foot had in all

pi'obability trampled on it. But it was undiscovered until some-
one came, who searched for it diligently. It is so with truth.

Truth, costlier than diamonds, has been given to the Avorld in the
gospel ; but the world passes it by, or tramples it in the dust. It

is in too big a hurry to look for it. But he wlio seeks it finds it

and is made happy in its possession.
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THURSDAY, JULY 13, lUiej.

Kl) I TO K I .V I..

AN ANSWER TO AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.

The subjoined lettei- from an Inquirer will be of general interest

to our readers. The (luestion he asks, is one that is ui)i)erniost in

the thoughts of a great many, Avhen they first hear the gos])el and
feel its eouAdncing force. It is a natural question. We can sym-
pathize Avith our friends who find themselves sinking on the

troubled sea of doubt, when leaving the old, frail shi]), in order to

be with the Master, and it is earnestly ho]ied that a word of en-

couragement may prove helpful. Our friend writes

:

''Some eleA'en years ago, I met a 'Mormon' missionary, and he
greatly impressed me. In fact, I may say the impression of his

goodness and sincerity has never left me, and whenever I have
found people scoffing and abusing the Latter-day Saints, it has
always grieved me.
"From your literature, and from that meeting with the ' Mor-

mon' elder, I firmly believe the charges of impurity and polygamy
which have been brought against yoiir sect, to be utterly baseless

and unfounded.
"I am now thirty-one years of age, and my religious convictions

are as foIIoavs :

"1. I bc;lieve that God Avill reveal Himself, in time, to anyone who
persistently endeavors to reach out unto Him.

"2. I believe that there are in every creed, whether "Mormon,'
Protestant, Roman Catholic, Buddhist, etc., numbei-s of good
people Avho may quite legitimately be said to be 'saved,' and to be
in touch Avitli God ; some, of course, to a greater degree than
others.

"8. I belieA^e that the aA'eiuies by AA'hich Ave may a])pi'oach Him
are many and A'arious, and that no one sect can be said to be the

only right one. I even go so far as to say that a man may ueA'er

go to any place of Avorship, and yet be numbered amongst ' the

chosen ones,' and God's arms are quite Avide enough to embrace
us all, from AvhicheA'ei- direction Ave may run to Him.

"4. I belieA'e that Ave all start life differently equipjjed, and
from different points of the compass, as it Avere.

"5. In one sense, I believe that there is only one Avay, 'the nar-

roAv Avay of Scripture,' and that is AAith the humility of a child,

and Avlien I say that there are different aAenues of api)ioach to
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Him, I mean that this humility is obtained by various agents

—

God's agents—to Avhatever creed they may or may not belong.
' My own belief is that it would probably be considerably more

heli)ful to me if I lived amongst the ' Mormons,' as I believe their

form of living would suit nie, being more normal, healthy, and
natural, and, so, more in accordance with God's Avill. And I con-

sider that there are more good people in the 'Mormon' religion

than in most religions.

"To declare myself a 'Mormon' would ruin my position and
business. I have a wife, and a young family which I hope Avill

increase.
" Uo you consider I am wrong in not i)ublishing abroad the fact

of my belief in the ' Mormons ' ? If I did so, I have not the
slightest hesitation in saying that I should starve, and my wife
and family with me.

" At the present moment, I am not in touch with any place of

worship, and I do not find them much use to me, as they have
b(Ktome degenei-ate.

" My method of worship is that of ]n'ivate prayer, and trying to

see God in those around me.
" One day, when I can afford it, I hope to pay a visit to Salt

Lake City, and confirm the study of your literature, and deepen
the impression made on me by the ' Mormon ' elder.

" Do you consider that I am doing wrong, in the meantime, by
not openly embracing ' Mormonism ' ?

"It is quite impossible to make prejudiced people understand
' Mormonism,' and I am not equal to the task, as it is like butting
my head against a stone w^all. I feel that embracing it openly
would not do the cause the slightest good, and I hesitate to sacri-

fice my Avife and child.
" What do you think, and can you advise me ?

" I ought to apologize for troubling you on the matter, but Avill

not, because I feel sure that liel])ing others is not a trouble, but a
pleasure to you.

Inquirer."

As may be seen from this clear and concise statement of belief,

Inquirer has grasped some important truths.

1. He believes that God does not confine His revelation of truth
to a select, narroAv fcAV—an "upper ten," or even an "upper four
hundred," but that in time He Avill reveal Himself to all who reach
out unto Him. This is one of the great truths Avhich the gospel
reveals, but which Christendom in general, either denies or

ignores. The Word of God teaches us that from the Son of God
goes forth the "true Light, which lighteth every man that cometli
into the Avorld" (John 1 : 9). "Every man " includes Christians and
Jews, Mohammedans and xiagans ; there is some liglit, some truth,

everywhere. If human beings believe in immortality, in Provi-
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di'iic*'. ill ;( .ju(lj;:iH('iit lu'icartcr, in vii'tuo. in prayer, in iKMiovolcnco,

ill biotluuly alTc'ction, it is all due to that Lij^ht. It may be weak
and uneei'taiii in many [)laces, owing to the he;i\ y blinds ol" ignor-
anee and prejudices that have been drawn across the windows of
the soul, but there is no absolute dnrknesH where any of the children
of God live. There is, however, a great difference in the degree of
light God's children enjoy, owing to how nuich of it they admit
into their soiUs. For an illustration: Two men may live in the
same town. One of them may have large windows that let in a
volume of light, and make every room bright and cheerful. His
lK)use may be painted and clean, and in every way attractive and
l)leasant. The other may have but small windoAvs, Avhich the sun's

rays penetrate but iinperfectly, because of the accumulated layers

of dirt; and the rooms may be untidy and dingy. That makes all

the difference in the world. It is the same Avith regard to the
spiritual condition of men. The Light shines for all, but all do not
receive it in its fulness, because of the condition inider which they
live.

2. The second proposition is also true. There are many in all

sects Avho are good, moral men and Avonien, and they Avill all reap
some reward for what good they are doing in this life. Even a
cup of cold Avater given to a disciple, because he is a disciple, onr
Lord Avill acknoAA'ledge as giA^en to Him.
Thei'e are, hoAvever, as the Scriptures teach, A'arious degrees of

rcAvard hereafter. There are many mansions, or rather "rooms,"
in the honse of the Father, and all do not contain the same degree
of glory (John 14 : 2). And St. Paul tells ns that there are different

glories in the resurrection, as there are diiferent glories in the

firmament, one being that of the sun, another that of the moon,
and still another, that of the stars; and, furthermore, that cA'en

the stars differ in glory (I. Cor. 45: 41. 42).

3. The third proposition is only partly true. It is true that there

are many aA^enues through Avhich a man or Avoman may approach
and connnunicate Avith God. There is jirayer, for instance. Does
God hear the Indian AAdio, at the beginning of a perilous imder-

taking, connnits himself to the care of the Great Spirit; or the

Arabian Avandei-er in the desert, Avho, on his prayer-mat confesses

his faith in Allah'? Undoubtedly. Does He listen to the poor
savage aaIio ferA^ently, though in ignorance, boAVs doAA'n before his

crude fetish, as well as to His more enlightened children? There
can be no doubt about that. But if by the Avord sect is meant
church, it must be remembered that thei-e is but o)ie Church of

Chi'ist, and no more. There can be but one Church of Christ.

His Church is His kingdom, the kingdom of heaA'en, established

on the earth. It is His form of government—the same as exists

in heaAcn—giA-en to the children of men. The Church is not a sect,

a denomination among many; it is the beginning, the foundation
of the Millennial kingdom a\ hich our Lord and SaA'ior Avill establish



LATTER-DAY SAINTS' MILLENNIAL STAR. 443

on the earth, Avheii He comes. That i.s the reason why we teach

that no man can organij^e the Church of Christ withont His

authority. He is the La^vgiver, the Jndge, and the Execntive in

His kingdom, and neither of these fnnctions can be performed

legally by man, except as He delegates His authority to do so.

Those to Avhom such anthority is given, constitute the Priesthood

—His Priesthood. If this is clear, it is readily nnderstood that

there can only be one Church of Christ.

By way of illnstration. Let ns snppose that Great Britain

shonld nndertake to establish the British government in some
province in Asia, now under the domination of a tyrant. How
wonld it be done? Officials wonld be a})pointed there with fnll

anthority to represent Great Britain, They wonld appoint the

officers necessary to administer the laAv, and to enact and intei-

pret laws. They wonld probably appoint teachers, and establish

schools for the pnrpose of educating the people to the standards

necessary for the performance of the duties of a British snbject.

Bnt these officers and teachei's would (ill have to be authorized by
the one British government. Tliei'e is only one, and can be only

one British government. Men might come from France, or Turkey,
or the United States, and claim to have authority, but if so, they
wonld be frauds, even if they were better equipped in ever j?^ other

way for a position as ambassadors, because they were without
anthority.

It is the same in the kingdom of God. Clirist, our Lord, has
undertaken to set up His kingdom in this world. This earth is His,

and, finally, all the kingdoms thereof will become His kingdom,
during the Millennium. In order to accomplish this. He has sent

His ambassadors and teachers to the children of men, to proclaim
the coming of that kingdom, and to teach those who believe its

principles. Those ambassadors and teachers, and all Avho accept

the principles of the kingdom of Christ, are His Church. It is a
visible, organized, active body of believers, with authorized
officers, the Word, and the Sacraments of Christ. For these

reasons there can be only one Church of Christ.

To say this, is not, however, to say that all who are outside the
Church are bad, and must be totally lost. It is only to say that
they are living under a form of government which is different

from that of Christ. It will have an important bearing on the
formation of their characters and their advancement. L'^nder

some governments, advancement is rapid; under others it is A^ery

sloAV, and never leads to ])erfect freedom. Contrast, for instance,

the conditions under Turkish rule, Avitli those under British. Only
under the government of our Loi-d can the children of men ad-

vance toward that degree of ])erfection which makes them fit for

celestial glory in the iiresence of the eternal Father and His Son.

4. The fourth proposition is true.

5. The fifth proposition also has a strong element of truth in it,
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but the fact must be kept in view that man-made creeds are not
of God. and that God's agents are those only who, like the i)roi)hets

and apostles of old, liave received from God a message to delivei'

to man, and have credentials to prove that God has sent them.
Having briefly considered the statements of belief made, we may

endeavor to give an answer to the qnestion which forms the im-

])ortant i)art of the letter. Onr friend says that he is convinced
tliat it wonld be considerably more helpfnl to him to live among
the "Mormons," as a member of the Church, but if he should em-
brace "Mormonism," he Avould lose his position, and he and his

family Avonld face starvation. ''Do you"—that is the question

—

"consider that I am doing wrong in the meantime by not openly
embracing ' Mormonism ? '

"

That is rather a delicate question for us to answer for anyone
but ourselves. It is one that any inquirer can best answer for

himself, and he will commit no mistake, if he lays the matter
before his heavenly Father in prayer, and asks for strength and
guidance to "do what is right." That is a prayer that will not go
unanswered, if offered in sincerity.

This might, perhaps, be a sufficient answer to the question under
consideration, and the only one that really can be made, but it

may be added that the underlying argument in favor of not acting

in accordance Avith the light received, is not good. Is it so abso-

lutely certain that our esteemed correspondent would starve, if he
should join the Church? Is it certain that he can keep the position

he has, as long as he does not confess "Mormonism"? In other
words, could not our heavenly Father provide for him and his

loved ones, whether he is a member of the Church or not? And,
on the other hand, might he not lose his position, through sickness,

or accident, even if he remains as he is? Are we not all dependent
on our heavenly Father for health, for food, clothing, for the air

we breathe, and everything? Why, then, should we argue that
if we do the Avill of the Father Ave are sure to starA^e ; but if Ave

neglect doing aa hat He commands, Ave may have Avhat Ave need?
What, then, becomes of our SaAdor's promise, "EA^eryone that
hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother,
or Avife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an
lunidredfold, and shall inherit eA'erlasting life"?

The fact of the matter is, that AvheneA^er a man is looking for

the kingdom of God, the adA^ersary paints the consequences in the

darkest possible hues, in order to frighten the seeker after truth
aAvay from the entrance to it. There Avas an instance of this in

the early days of the Church, Avhen James Covill, a Baptist

minister, came to the Prophet Joseph and signified his Avillingness

to do AvhateA'er the Lord should require of him. The Lord gaA'e

him a reA'elation, through the Prophet; but he failed to obey. In

another rcAelation, the Lord declared that "he receiA'ed the Avord

Avith gladness, but straiglitA\ay Satan tempted him ; and the fear
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of persecution, and the cares of the world, caused him to reject

the word" (Uoc. and Cov., Sees. 39 and 40). There have been many
cases of that kind.

On the other hand, thousands have forsaken everything and
followed Christ, and although some of them may have suffered

persecution and privations, yet the Lord has always made His

promise good, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous-

ness; and all these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6: 8."}).

May God bless our friend, and all Avho earnestlj^ inquire after

truth, that they may find the light, and then be granted faith to

follow Avherever it leads, in order that they may enjoy the sweet
peace that passeth understanding.

J. M. S.

A POOR DEFENSE.

In a recent issue of the Daily Chronicle there is a report of a trial

for manslaughter. The defendant submitted, through his lawyer,
that, as he was under the influence of drink at the time the crime
was committed, and since the State gave facilities for i^rocuring

drink, the State was really the guilty party. The judge, naturally,

took the vieAv that this argument was dangerous. The State, he
said, required from its subjects reasonable self-control, and if it

were to be said that the possibility of procuring intoxicating

drink was an excuse for drunkenness to such an extent, that the
State ought not to require persons so getting drunk, to be resi)on-

sible, he was afraid that none of them Avould be very safe.

It would not do at all for persons to choose to disqualify them-
selves from restraint or self-control, by the consumption of strong
drink, and to come into the court and say, "Tliat is all very Avell,

but you—the community—allowed me to have the drink, and I

—

the individual—cannot control myself, and consequently I am not
responsible for my actions."

It was a new, and an extraordinarily dangerous suggestion, to

his mind, that a drunken person was entitled to say to the State,
'

' You made me drunk. Therefore on your head be the consequences
of my act, and I should go free."

The judge was right. Drunkenness cannot be pleaded as an
excuse for murder. Nobody has either the moral, or legal right to

render himself irresponsible. And yet, the state Avill not be
exonerated from blame when the question comes before the great
Judge. He will certainly hold those responsible who have made
it possible, under the law, for crime to be committed by men and
women under the influence of drink.

There are other indictments against liquor. We have eases in

every town and city, where the husband takes his hard-earned
wages to the drink saloon, and in many cases he stays there until

all, or nearly all, his money is gone. And his wife and children
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are st;a'viii}>' toi- I'ood, and aic almost naked. That man wlio K^'t'^

di'unk is not alone resijoii.sible.

It is oxir duty as Latter-day Saints, not only to abstain I'roni

every apijearanee of this, and ever^^ other evil; but, also, not to

allow it in any shape or form to be broujiht into our homos,

especially Avhere there are children. 1 quote the followinjjr

from the last conference leport: "According to the KanMas Citi/

Star, Mrs. James Watson, editor and publisher of the Dearborn,
Mo,, Dcinncyat, has the following suggestion to make to booze
fighters: 'To the married man who cainiot get along without his

drinks, Ave suggest the following as a means of freedom from the

bondage of the habit: Start a saloon in your own house, l^e the

only customer. You will have no license to pay. Go to j^our Avife

and giA'e her $2 to buy a gallon of Avhisky, and reme}nber
there are sixty-nine drinks in one gallon. Buy your drinks from
no one except your A\ife, and by the time the first gallon is gone,

she AAill liaA^e $8 to put in the bank, and $2 to start business again.

Should yoii liA^e ten yeai's and continue to buy booze fi'om her,

and then die Avith snakes in your boots, she Avill liaA-e enough
money to bury you decently, educate your children, buy a house

and lot. and marry a decent man and quit thinking about you."'

London. W. E. Attavood.

THE FATE OF PALESTINE AFTER THE WAR.

That millions are conceined about Avhat is to become of Pales-

tine and Jerusalem, the "Holy Land," is cA^ident from the discus-

sions of this theme found in leading periodicals. In the (piarterly

journal issiied in Jerusalem by Pastor L. Schneller, he rejjorts and
discusses this problem of AA'orld-Avide interest in the folloAving

AAay:

".Jerusalem has now become a gi-eat military center. The town and tlie

public highways are crowded with soldiers and their eqnipment. Lai'ge

camel caravans, fnlly loaded, come in from all directions. The cloisters

and the pilgrim hospices in and around Jerusalem, and Bethlehem now
harbor thonsands of Turkish soldiers. The citadel of the city, AA'ith its

two mighty toAvers dating back to the time of King Herod, is the scene of

great things. Not since the days of tlie Crusader ha\'e such things been
witnessed in this sacred territory. The government has, by compulsoi-y

purchase, secured from the Fiench owners the railroads of tlie land,

especially that from .Toppa to Jerusalem. The Holy Land has again
become Avhat it AA'as in the days of the great AAorld powers of antiquity,

Babylon, Assyria, and Egypt—the militarA' and commercial gateway be-

tAveen Asia and Africa."

And Avho shall be in control of this gatcAvay Avhen the great Avar

is OA^er?

Pastor Schneller declaies that more than one people and go.A^erji-
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nieiit are .speculating on how to secure this land. AV'hen at the

beginning of the war the English missionaries left Palestine and
went home, one of their leaders said: "England Avill never permit
this country, so near to the Suez Canal, again to fall into any other

than English hands." The French are known to have historic

claims, especially on Northern Palestine, particularly on the
Ijebanon, because of their interference in 1800 in favor of the
Christians, Avlien these Avere being massacred by the Druses.

Orthodox Russia, which, more than any othei' country, venerates

the sacred shrines of Palestine, is only too anxious to possess it,

as thereby it Avould secure access to the Mediterranean.

The JcAVS constitute a foiirth party that hopes for the possession

of the Hol.y Land. It is the land of their ancestors. Jews can
now settle down in the Holy Land almost Avithout any formalities

at all, and many are making use of this privilege. A leading
JeAvish organ, Noivy WoscJiod, declares that an immense immigra-
tion of Polish and Russian Je^A'S is already setting in. Schneller

says that it AA^ould not be a surprise to find in Palestine, A\'ithin the
next feAV years, as large a number of Jcavs as Avere found there in

the times of the Old Testament kings and prophets,—Condensed
from Current Opinion for June.

FROM THE MISSION FIELD.

Arrivals.—The folloAA^ing-named missionaries arriA^ed for the
British mission, July 2nd, 1916, per s.s. St. Louis: Josephs. Nelson,
Salt Lake City, Utah; Alma Moss, Antelope, Idaho; Arthur D.
EA^ans. Ogden, Utah.

Appointments.—The elders Avho arrived for the British mission.

July 2nd, 191(5, have been aj^pointed to labor in the folloAving con-

ferences : Joseph S. Nelson, Leeds; Alma Moss, Manchester; and
Arthur D. Evans, Birmingham.

Changes in Conference Presidencies.—Elder Israel C. BarloAA' has
been appointed to succeed Elder IrA'in Call as president of the
Manchester conference; and Elder Peter M. Hixson, to succeed
Elder Thomas M. Argyle as jiresident of the Hull conference.

Releases and Departures.—The follo\A'ing-named missionaries haA'e

been honorably released fi'oni their labors in the British mission,

and sailed for home July 5th, 191(), per h.s. Finland: IrA'in Call,

Thomas M. Argyle, Lorin Passey, J. Kenneth Cannon, James D.
Johnston, Vernon W. Dean, Elmer B. EdAvards, Leonard J.

Wayment, Raymond S. Knight. Taao emigrants took passage on
the same shii^. the company being in charge of Elders IrA"in Call,

Thomas M. ArgA'le. and Vernon AV. Dean.
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Baptisms. On l^'rida.N', Juiu' oOtli. lOK), ji baptismal sci\ ico was
held in tho Latter-day Saints' Cliai)el, 2^3 liooth Street, HandH-
wortli. Hii-niinghani (J^ii ininf?liaiii conference), when one sonl was
.added to the fold of Christ. Elder J. Wesley Chipman of(i(;iatefl.

A bai)tisnial service was held at " Deseret," 152 Higli l^oad. Sontli

Tottenham. London. N. (London conference), on Monday, Jnly ^rd,

1910, when two sonls Avere added to the fold of Christ. President
James Gunii McKay officiated.

On Sunday, July 2nd, 191(5, at the jmblic bath on Richmond
Terrace, Blackburn (Liverpool conference), two i)ersons were baj)-

tized by Elders Lester C. Pocock and llaymond S. Knight, and
were confirmed members of the Church the same evening.

A baptismal service was held on June 2Sth, 191(5. at 15a Wicklow
Street, Dublin (Irish conference), Avlien two persons ^vere bajrtized

into the Church of Christ. Elder William W. Kent officiated.

Successful Meetings.—Elder Howard J. Layton, clerk of the Lon-
don conference, in a letter, dated London, July 8rd, says: "We are
having splendid success with our open-air meetings. Each Sunday
afternoon we hold a meeting in Finsbury Park, Avhere we have
good croAvds, and find many ^^'ho are willing to listen to the gos])el.

On the streets we also have large crowds, with only just enough
opposition to cause interest among the people. Our hall meetings
are also well attended, Avith a number of friends coming
regularly. On Sunday, July 2nd, President James Gunn McKay
visited St. Albans, Avhere he held a very good meeting at the home
of one of the saints. Heretofore Ave liaAC had no organized branch
there, but upon finding so many members aa'^Iio yseve Avilling to

serA^e God, he proceeded to organize a branch, and left the saints

feeling AA^ell, Avith much enthusiasm for the AA'ork of the Lord. In
all branches the local brethren are stirred uj) to a realization of

the AA'ork deA^ohing upon them, and are shouldei'ing the responsi-

bility, and by going on circuit from branch to branch each Sunday,
are joushing the AA'ork along, until the AA'hole conference is ])er-

meated Avith the spirit of Joshua, 'As for me and mj- hovise, Ave

Tkdll serve the Lord.'"
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